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Ÿ Annual Maintenance fee due for each 
national state patent.
 

Ÿ Individual national patents can be 
abandoned (nonpayment of renewal).

Ÿ National Patents enforceable individually.

Ÿ National patents can be revoked 
individually.

All Patents expire 20 years from EP Filing 
date.

All Patents expire 20 years from EP Filing 
date.
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Replaced by Unitary Patent

Classic - European Patent

Ÿ Unitary Patent replaces 17 national patents  
Ÿ Unitary Patent is indivisible 
Ÿ Unified Patent Court litigates Unitary Patent
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